Lehnert Rambler

Amp test in the Swedish “Fuzz” guitar magazine #3/2005
Fast Lightweight with a heavy punch

By Fredrik Heghammar (translated into almost English by Ola Lehnert)

In the shop “City Music” at Sodermalm in Stockholm you’ll find the amp builder Ola Lehnert. As he started back in the seventies as a cable maker he had own amp designs in his mind. After listening for years on guitarists wishes what a good amp should sound like, he decided to make a prototype of what later came to be the Lehnert Rambler.

Demands of a small lightweight amp with enough power and a singing power amp distortion resulted in new approaches and solutions that formed a 1x12” 

tube combo. This test is about it.

Construction

The Rambler (25W) is a “Class A” amp, 25 Watts output with 6V6 power tubes and 12ax7’s in the preamp. The test amp is equipped with one Celestion 12” Century speaker mounted in an open wood cabinet. The tone controls are of Baxandall type and the layout is “Drive” (with boost switch), Bass (“Low”), Treble (“High”) & Master (“Volume”).
The amp is point-to-point hand wired with high class components and comes standard in black vinyl covering with matching front cloth.

Add–ons as effects loop, reverb and Power Scaling™ are available to an additional cost.

Sound & Playability

The first thing that strikes me is the low weight as I carry the Rambler into the rehearsal facility. I haven’t put it on a scale, but it couldn’t be that much, almost as if there were no speaker fitted.

The rambler looks plain in its design; it’s not a flashy amp, more of a timeless look in its simplicity. It’s not reminding me of something I’ve seen before, yet it has a familiar feel. The test sample is fitted with reverb, effects loop and Power Scaling™.  However we will focus on the amp tone.

The Rambler is very easy to operate; “Drive” determines the amount of gain and “Volume” sets the level of loudness. Mr. Lehnert states that low drive settings are for jazz acoustics or electro acoustic guitars, the latter with preamp system. From there it goes via clean to dirty and torch.

A nice jazzy tone was achieved with a Telecaster and further on a delightful compressed funk sound appeared. There is enough headroom for my playing but if you’re heading for a clean amp at high volume it’s best to ask for it when you place the order and that tweak will be done for you.

When you take the “Drive” up even more and follow with the ”Volume” to a desired level the amp cracks up in the most wonderful manner you could think of.

Several Stones licks are coming out of the little Rambler as I’m standing and having an excellent time. It was in these regions I found my sweet spot.

I was able to adjust the sound fully from my guitar. Turning down the volume gave a wonderful clean sound and turning up resulted in that singing tone all guitarists are striving for. And on a not too loud level as well.

The amp has a very nice top end and the sound is very dynamic in a true “Class-A” manner.

The Rambler touch responds well and has a pleasant compression when you hit the strings.  Turning up “Drive” to its maximum offers a heavy singing distortion. But it is at this point the lightweight construction shows a little loose bass response and the thin walls vibrate under the high sound pressure. On the other hand is the volume level now much too high and the other members in the band has already thrown you out from the rehearsal room.

With The Rambler’s “Boost” activated the “dirt” goes to “torch” and you have a fat solo sound. To my taste, the ordinary sound without boost was well enough with distortion just to turn the guitar’s volume up when you want to sail away with a howl.

The Rambler was also just as good with a Humbucker equipped Les Paul and the one classic sound after the other was easily dialed in.

 The Rambler has a little of everything in it. It sounds some Fender, Marshall and some Vox.  But it has its own sound anyway.

One more plus is the good interaction with pedals. Especially with a Hot Cake that added a dimension to the basic sound. With the pedal in, an unbelievable nice shimmering clean sound was achieved as I turned the guitar neck pickup volume down. The “Volume” works very well down to bedroom levels making the amp still sound vivid and not at all flat and dull which often happens else.

 The Celestion Century speaker is very effective and can have a slight “Hi-Fi” and sharp top end sometimes. But you choose yourself what speaker you want when ordering your Lehnert. 

 I also tested the add-ons, the reverb and the loop was working well together with the amp’s basic sound.

 The Power Scaling facility was also very okay although I preferred the Rambler’s good-sounding “Volume” control to keep the level down.

Verdict 

Are you out for a portable, easy-dialed, good-sounding all round amp you can stop searching now. 

The Lehnert Rambler is a very good tube amp without compromises.

With the help of modern materials and components available, Lehnert has made success in building a lightweight combo with a classic sound. With the low price, starting at ca €1000 there is not many comparable products that can offer this sound quality.

 At the test I was also had the opportunity to try a Lehnert with Vox-style tone stack and a Celestion Blue speaker fitted which sounded heavenly nice. This is truly a good alternative for those who adore the classic Vox-sound.

Pay a visit at City Music in Stockholm and try out a Rambler.

I promise it is worth the effort.

