Lehnert Sunbeam, a sun ray with wide spectrum
By Jan ”Nusse” Dahlin translated into English? by Ola Lehnert

Ola Lehnert the man behind the Lehnert amps does not rest his cases.

After the Rambler models (tested in “Fuzz” magazine 3-05 & 10-05) he has developed an additional model called “Sunbeam”, also a hand built all tube amp.  The aim has once more been to create an amp with classic tube tone but this time Ola has added some features, both self developed and others that widens the expression abilities further.
Sunbeam is not just a new amp but new series tube amps with two channels. It comes as 25 Watts Class “A” with two 6V6’s output tubes or as 50 Watts Class “AB”. The latter can be equipped with two EL34/6L6 alternatively 4x 6V6.  The tested model has 4pcs 6V6GT in the power amp and 3pcs 12AX7 in the preamp.

Construction & capabilities

The front panel of the amp gives a comparatively clean and unadorned impression at a first glance, but as said, behind the knobs hides several exclusive features and control abilities. 
 Let us take it from the foundation.  The Rhythm channel is dialled in with “Gain”, “Low”, “High” & “Volume” controls. The “Low” & “High” works so that they are bypassed meaning unaltered at full launch. 

 The lead channel is controlled with “Drive”, “Low”, “High” & “Level” knobs. The tone controls are of “Baxandall” type meaning they do not interact with each other. If you for example dial up the bass, it will not affect the pronunciation of the treble & vice versa. It may seem obvious, but if you dialling in an amp with conventional structure, a really turned up middle may both blur in the basses and muffle in the trebles.
If you try to compensate by increasing the bass and the treble you will not get an improvement. There is just no energy left to lift up the bass and the treble with.
 Other unusual features with the Sunbeam are Power Scaling and Sag control, both located at the back panel. Power Scaling means that you can adjust the different voltages in the power amp yourself and get a saturated power amp distortion at the level you desire. The Sag control can be described as a continuous variable control for the Sag in the rectifier. It controls the sensitivity for stroke and attack; between harder, more direct attack (silicon diode) and softer “ducking” tube rectifier character.
 The Sunbeam is available as top or open-back combo with 1x12” Celestion speaker. The cabinets are made in solid pine and can be ordered in different coverings as black vinyl, Alcantara, Croc vinyl or in oiled birch. Channel foot-switch included.
Sound & playability
With the master volume more or less wide open and tone controls in “neutral” that is “Low” at 12 o’clock and “High” fully CW the rhythm channel offers an open and clean basic sound with excellent headroom.
It can be described a bit like the basic sound of a Fender amp with a kind of glaze on top of it, making the sound sparkle and shimmer even more.
The bass, mid & top end are represented in a truthful manner and the character of the guitar played on the amp is reproduced without adding or subtracting. After playing a while you realize why there is no middle control knob; it is just not needed. The mids are there in a natural mode and to accentuate it more would - at least in my opinion – give a much too nasal timbre. The bass is clean and tight and can be boosted up to a wanted mass, and a little more if you like.
If you turn down the “Volume” a bit and turn up the “Gain” in its place, the amp starts to sing with harmonics gluing the tones together in a dynamic and easy-play way. Here it is feasible to find many nice crunchy rhythm sounds, break up and singing blues timbres that fit most of Stones, SRV and AC/DC styles.  Here presents furthermore another positive quality the Sunbeam share with the Rambler; the sound can be changed with immense dynamic with a little help from the volume control on the guitar. We do like that.

 The lead channel has a basic sound opening close to the rhythm channel but has a more compressed and grinds character. Here is as well the middle more focused and up front. The bass is slight looser and the top end a bit rounded off right from the start. The gain region is much larger here, of course.  If you like, you can dial in a balance with the “Drive” & “Level” controls that gives you a sustain lasting a coffee break between the tones.
The Power Scaling makes it easy to dial in the loudness you want and maintain the sought after power amp saturation. The feature reminds about a blend of a Variac and a Power-soak but with better dynamics and less muddiness.

The Sag control is also very useful and I liked the facility to soften up the attack, which with my playing style could be a little too direct in the silicon-diode mode.
Verdict

Lehnert’s Sunbeam is opposed to its comparative plain face a versatile and dynamic amp. Thanks to innovative creations It is capable to deliver a wide range of sounds, from crystal clear via vintage drive to heavier varieties. This means that it works for the most types of guitar music.
Features as Power Scaling and Sag control expand the capability even more and are rare to be found in this price segment. Adding all facilities together with the fact that it is a hand made point-to-point built amp you must ask yourself if it’s possible to get more “bang for the buck”.
